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1. Company particulars and overall approach
1.1 - PRIMARY COMPANY NAME

A.P. Moller - Maersk

1.3 - HEAD OFFICE LOCATION

Copenhagen, Denmark

1.4 - WEBSITE

https://www.maersk.com/

1.5 - COMPANY LOGO

srti_0026_maersk.jpg

1.6 - NUMBER OF SHIPS OPERATED

680

1.6.1 - NUMBER OF SHIPS OWNED

300

1.6.2 - TOTAL DWT OF SHIPS OWNED

28000000

1.6.3 - NUMBER OF SHIPS CHARTERED

380

1.6.4 - TOTAL DWT OF SHIPS CHARTERED

20000000

1.7 - SHIP TYPES COVERED, PLEASE SELECT ALL THAT APPLY:

Container

1.8 - PLEASE PROVIDE A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO YOUR COMPANY

The company is working to connect and simplify its customers' supply chains. As the global leader in shipping
services, the company operates in 130 countries and employs roughly 70,000 people. With simple end-to-end
offering of products and digital services, seamless customer engagement and a superior end-to-end delivery
network, Maersk enables its customers to trade and grow by transporting goods anywhere - all over the world.

1.9 - WHAT IS YOUR OVERALL APPROACH / POSITIONING ON SHIP RECYCLING?

A.P. Moller - Maersk aspires to enable opportunities for responsible ship recycling globally for the benefit of Maersk,
workers and the environment as well as responsible yard and ship owners. In 2019, around 89% of the annual
million gross tonnage dismantled worldwide is beached at sub-standard facilities in South Asia. This happens
despite many large shipowners having a policy on responsible ship recycling. This is an industry problem which
leads to widespread underpayments, unsafe working conditions and environmental pollution as well as an uneven
playing field within the shipping industry. No shipowner can solve this alone. In the absence of relevant and
enforced global legislation, industry-led solutions promoting transparency are needed to make responsible ship

https://www.maersk.com/
http://www.shiprecyclingtransparency.org/wp-content/uploads/gravity_forms/1-90ab26b4ee552bd8919070d84c2cb61a/2020/10/srti_0026_maersk.jpg
https://www.shiprecyclingtransparency.org/


recycling a reality. A high, voluntary standard must go hand in hand with strong implementation on the ground,
achieved through robust supervision and audits. Since 2009, A.P. Moller - Maersk has had a responsible ship
recycling standard based on a strict interpretation of the Hong Kong Convention (HKC) regarding health, safety and
environmental issues but also going beyond the HKC in that it does not allow contact in the intertidal zone with
blocks from primary cutting and as it includes all internationally based standards on all relevant social issues as
well as downstream waste management. Furthermore, we have restricted ourselves not to sell vessels off if they
are close to the end of life, eliminating incentives for selling vessels with the aim of substandard recycling by third
parties Maersk will continue to create change on the ground and engage with shipowners and other stakeholders to
accelerate change.

2. Ship recycling policy and standards
2.1 - DOES THE COMPANY HAVE A WRITTEN POLICY ON SHIP RECYCLING FOR ITS OWNED VESSELS?

Yes

2.1.1 - IS IT PUBLICLY AVAILABLE?

Yes

2.1.2 - PLEASE PROVIDE A URL

https://www.maersk.com/about/sustainability/shared-value/leading-change-in-ship-recycling-industry

2.1.3 - SINCE WHEN HAS THIS POLICY BEEN APPLIED?

2009

2.1.4 - HOW MANY SHIPS DOES THE POLICY APPLY TO?

51-75%

2.2 - DOES THE COMPANY KEEP RECORDS OF SHIPS WHICH HAVE BEEN SENT FOR RECYCLING?

Yes

2.2.1 - ARE THE RECORDS PUBLIC?

Yes

2.2.2 - PLEASE PROVIDE A URL

https://www.maersk.com/about/sustainability/shared-value/leading-change-in-ship-recycling-industry

2.2.3 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS

Yards undergo external audits at various stages of the ship recycling process and the summary reports are public.

2.3 - WHAT INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND PRINCIPLES DOES THE POLICY ADHERE TO?

Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal (1992)
EU Ship Recycling Regulation (2013)
Hong Kong International Convention for the safe and environmentally sound recycling of ships (2009)
ISO 30000:2009 Ships and marine technology – Ship recycling management systems (2009)
OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises (2011)
Safety and health in shipbreaking: Guidelines for Asian countries and Turkey (2004)
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (2001)
The Recycling of Ships Act (2019)
UN Global Compact
UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (2011)

2.4 - DOES THE EU SHIP RECYCLING REGULATION APPLY TO THE COMPANY’S OWNED SHIPS?

Yes

2.4.1 - HOW MANY SHIPS DOES THE REGULATION APPLY TO?

25-50%

https://www.maersk.com/about/sustainability/shared-value/leading-change-in-ship-recycling-industry
https://www.maersk.com/about/sustainability/shared-value/leading-change-in-ship-recycling-industry
http://www.basel.int/TheConvention/Overview/TextoftheConvention/tabid/1275/Default.aspx
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/ships/
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/ShipRecycling/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.iso.org/standard/51244.html
http://mneguidelines.oecd.org/mneguidelines/
https://www.ilo.org/safework/info/standards-and-instruments/codes/WCMS_107689/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.pops.int/TheConvention/Overview/tabid/3351/Default.aspx
http://egazette.nic.in/WriteReadData/2019/214694.pdf
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/mission/principles
https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/guidingprinciplesbusinesshr_en.pdf


2.5 - WHICH TOPICS DOES THE POLICY ADDRESS?

Environment
Health and safety
Labour and human rights
Anti-corruption
Sub-contractors
Downstream facilities for managing waste and hazardous materials
Other (please specify)

2.5.1 - PLEASE COMMENT

Since 2009, A.P. Moller - Maersk has had a responsible ship recycling standard based on a strict interpretation of
the Hong Kong Convention (HKC) regarding health, safety and environmental issues but also going beyond the HKC
in that it does not allow contact in the intertidal zone with blocks from primary cutting and as it includes all
internationally based standards on all relevant social issues as well as downstream waste management.

2.6 - DOES THE POLICY CONTAIN RESTRICTIONS BASED ON GEOGRAPHY AND/OR RECYCLING METHODS?

No

2.7 - DOES THE COMPANY HAVE A WRITTEN POLICY FOR SELECTING A YARD OR BUYER FOR RECYCLING?

Yes

2.7.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS INCLUDING A URL IF THE POLICY IS PUBLIC

Yards undergo external audits - prior to commencement of recycling, during recycling and after completion of the
process. Maersk-appointed staff is present on the ground for supervision, training and capacity building with
contractual rights to stop-work when observing unsafe behavior or processes. Audits, supervision, the right to stop-
work and specific recycling plot to be used are all stipulated in the contract with the buyer (including cash-buyers)
and enforced at the yards.

2.8 - DOES THE COMPANY MAKE SHIP RECYCLING PART OF THE COMPANY’S SUSTAINABILITY GOALS?

Yes

2.8.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS

SDG Targets:
8.8 - Decent work and economic growth
14.1 - Life below water
17.16 - Partnerships for the goals

2.9 - DOES THE COMPANY INCLUDE SHIP RECYCLING INFORMATION IN ITS SUSTAINABILITY REPORTING?

Yes

2.9.1 - IS THIS INFORMATION VERIFIED BY A THIRD PARTY?

Yes

2.9.2 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS INCLUDING A URL TO THE LATEST SUSTAINABILITY REPORT

The sustainability reports can be found at: https://www.maersk.com/about/sustainability/reports

2.10 - DOES THE COMPANY HAVE A SHIP RECYCLING STANDARD* (OR SIMILARLY NAMED) IN FORCE?

Yes

2.10.1 - FROM WHEN HAS THIS BEEN IN FORCE?

2009

3. Policy for selling owned vessels for further trading
3.1 - DOES THE COMPANY HAVE A POLICY TO PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE RECYCLING OF OWNED VESSELS SOLD FOR
FURTHER TRADING?



Yes

3.1.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS

i. When the selling price vessel is more than 40% higher than the best net scrap value, owned vessels of any age
can be sold third party entities without any recycling provisions.
ii. When the selling price is less than 40% higher than the best scrap market price but higher than 25%, the vessel
can be sold without any recycling provisions, as long as the new buyer guarantees that the vessel is traded for a
minimum of 2 years.
iii. When the selling price is below 25% higher than the best scrap market price the vessel will have to be recycled
accordingly to the provisions in the Maersk RSRS.

3.2 - DOES THE COMPANY IMPOSE LEGALLY BINDING COVENANTS OR OFFER COMMERCIAL INCENTIVES TO THE BUYER
TO ENCOURAGE RESPONSIBLE SHIP RECYCLING?

Yes

3.2.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS

See above

3.3 - DOES THE COMPANY TAKE STEPS TO PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE RECYCLING OF VESSELS CHARTERED FOR 5 YEARS
AND OVER, RELEASED FOR REDEPLOYMENT OR RECYCLING?

Sometimes

3.3.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS INCLUDING NUMBER OF VESSELS

Chartered vessels shall not fall into the scope of Maersk’s RSRS when sent for recycling, with the following two
exceptions:
a. When Maersk operated a chartered vessel for 16 years or longer and the vessel is sent for recycling right after
the end of the charter with Maersk, Maersk will require that the owners at their cost recycle the vessel in
accordance to HKC requirements (or better).
b. For all Maersk owned vessels sold since 2015 to 3rd party owners against a charter back (bareboat or time
charter) to Maersk, Maersk shall remain responsible for ensuring that the owners recycle the vessel in line with the
Maersk RSRS in case the vessel is sent for recycling within two years after the end of the charter to Maersk.
The owners of these chartered vessels shall be responsible for carrying out responsible recycling at HKC certified
yards.

3.4 - DOES THE COMPANY TAKE STEPS TO PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE RECYCLING OF VESSELS CHARTERED FOR 2 YEARS
AND OVER RELEASED FOR REDEPLOYMENT OR RECYCLING?

Sometimes

3.4.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS INCLUDING NUMBER OF VESSELS

See above

3.5 - DOES THE COMPANY TAKE STEPS TO PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE RECYCLING OF VESSELS OWNED THROUGH JVS?

Sometimes

3.5.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS

Only a very small fraction of our total capacity is under JV (minor tugboats).

4. Ship recycling contract
4.1 - DOES THE COMPANY FOLLOW A STANDARD CONTRACT FOR THE SALE OF VESSELS FOR GREEN RECYCLING (E.G.
RECYCLECON FROM BIMCO)?

Always

4.1.1 - IF AN INDUSTRY STANDARD CONTRACT TEMPLATE USED, PLEASE SPECIFY

RECYCLECON from BIMCO, with RSRS-related specific clauses.

4.2 - DOES THE CONTRACT INCLUDE AN EXPLICIT REQUIREMENT TO RECYCLE THE VESSEL AT A SPECIFIC SHIP



RECYCLING FACILITY?

Always

4.2.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS

See above

4.3 - DOES THE COMPANY REQUIRE ACCESS TO THE SHIP RECYCLING FACILITY DURING THE RECYCLING PROCESS FOR
ANY OF THE FOLLOWING? PLEASE SELECT ANY/ALL THAT MAY APPLY

Monitoring
Control
Stop-work
Performance follow-up

4.4 - DOES THE CONTRACT REQUIRE COMPLIANCE WITH THE COMPANY’S WRITTEN POLICY ON SHIP RECYCLING?

Yes

4.5 - WHAT PROTECTION IS IN PLACE FOR THE SELLER TO ENSURE THAT MILESTONES CAN BE SET, THAT ACCESS TO
THE SHIP AND MONITORING CAN BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE SHIP RECYCLING PROCESS?

The recycling contract includes the below:
a. Work at a yard where Maersk vessel lands shall commence only after RSRS compliance is achieved, as verified
by external auditors.
b. The Maersk-appointed supervision staff shall be in the yard to monitor and control the operations whilst verifying
these are carried out as per RSRS. Also, the supervision team has the authority to stop-work, in case of unsafe acts
of RSRS non-conformances.
c. The yards shall undergo external audits to verify continual RSRS compliance at any point during the recycling
operations.

5. Inventory of Hazardous Materials (IHM) and Ship Recycling Documentation
5.1 - DOES THE COMPANY HAVE A SHIP RECYCLING PLAN FOR EACH VESSEL?

Yes

5.2 - DOES THE COMPANY PROVIDE THE BUYER OR SHIP RECYCLER WITH A CLASS APPROVED IHM, AT THE TIME OF
FINALISING THE SHIP RECYCLING CONTRACT?

Always

5.3 - DOES THE COMPANY PROVIDE ALL RELEVANT SHIP CERTIFICATES, PLANS, PROCEDURES AND DOCUMENTS, TO
ENABLE THE YARDS TO FOLLOW APPLICABLE SHIP RECYCLING GUIDELINES (AND THE RELEVANT STANDARDS FROM
QUESTION 2.2. THAT THE COMPANY IS ALIGNED TO)?

Always

5.4 - DOES THE COMPANY HAVE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR HANDLING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AS LISTED IN THE
STOCKHOLM CONVENTION?

No

5.5 - IF OWNING OR OPERATING TANKERS, DOES THE COMPANY HAVE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE THAT
TANKERS ARRIVE AT THE SHIP RECYCLING FACILITY IN A CONDITION READY FOR CERTIFICATION AS SAFE-FOR-ENTRY
OR SAFE-FOR-HOT-WORK?

No

6. Implementation of the ship recycling policy and standard
6.1 - DOES THE COMPANY REQUIRE THE SHIP RECYCLING FACILITY TO HAVE A HONG KONG CONVENTION STATEMENT
OF COMPLIANCE ISSUED BY A CLASSIFICATION SOCIETY?

Always

6.1.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS



The company considers it a starting point to consider a yard worthy of undergoing the RSRS audit. This is done by
credible external auditors against RSRS and an improvement plan drawn up. Work at a recycling yard, where
Maersk vessel lands, commences only after RSRS compliance is achieved. Also, audits are carried out at routine
intervals during the recycling process.

6.2 - DOES THE COMPANY CARRY OUT ADDITIONAL AUDITS TO VERIFY COMPLIANCE PRIOR TO RECYCLING?

Always

6.2.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS

The company carries out an initial RSRS audit as part of the shortlisting process and prior finalising any yard for
ship recycling.

6.3 - DOES THE COMPANY MONITOR YARD COMPLIANCE DURING THE RECYCLING PROCESS?

Always

6.3.1 - PLEASE DESCRIBE HOW THE MONITORING TAKES PLACE (PLEASE SELECT ANY/ALL THAT MAY APPLY).
THROUGH:

Spot checks
Ongoing supervision
Company representative on-site
Other (please specify)

6.3.1.1 - PLEASE SPECIFY

The company deploys a responsible ship recycling supervision team on a daily and full-time basis, who is in
attendance to monitor with contractual rights to stop-work when observing unsafe behavior or processes. Also,
external audits are carried out at routine intervals during the recycling process.

6.3.2 - PLEASE DESCRIBE WHAT TOPICS THE MONITORING ADDRESSES (PLEASE SELECT ANY/ALL THAT MAY APPLY)

Environment
Health and Safety
Labour and Human Rights
Anti-corruption
Sub-contractors
Downstream facilities for managing waste and hazardous materials
Other (please specify)

6.3.2.1 - PLEASE SPECIFY

The monitoring covers verification of compliance with RSRS. This is with a contractual authority to ‘stop-work’, in
case the team sights an unsafe act or non-compliance in relation to RSRS. Further, the company engages external
auditors to carry our routine RSRS audits. The RSRS requires the yard to carry out a detailed environment testing,
sub-contractor audits and tracking the safe removal, temporary storage and disposal of all hazardous materials
removed on an ongoing basis.

6.4 - DOES THE COMPANY HAVE THE CONTRACTUAL RIGHT TO STOP WORK AT THE FACILITY, IN CASE OF UNSAFE
OPERATIONS OR OTHER NON-COMPLIANCES?

Always

6.5 - DOES THE COMPANY REQUIRE FACILITIES TO PROVIDE A PROCESS WHEREBY YARD WORKERS CAN VOICE AND
RESOLVE CONCERNS AND GRIEVANCES REGARDING ALL WORKPLACE ISSUES WITHOUT FEAR OF RETRIBUTION?

Always

6.5.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS

The RSRS has elements, outlining mechanisms through which the yard workers can voice their concerns
anonymously. Also, several open meetings are conducted where worker concerns are/can be raised and resolved in
a constructive manner.

6.6 - DOES THE COMPANY REQUIRE FACILITIES TO ENABLE YARD WORKERS TO ASSOCIATE AND BARGAIN



COLLECTIVELY?

Always

6.6.1 - PLEASE PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS

The RSRS has elements empowering yard workers to associate and bargain collectively. In the absence of Union at
certain ship-recycling destinations, a Work’s Committee, in-line with the national law, is formed by the workers with
an aim to achieve the same objectives.

7. Other comments
7.1 - PLEASE USE THIS AREA TO PROVIDE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE COMPANY’S APPROACH TO SHIP
RECYCLING IF NOT ALREADY COVERED

The company plays an active and a suitable role in the wider development of the Alang ship recycling industry by
partnering with credible local players to:
i. To run a Mobile Health Unit (MHU) project aimed at addressing existing gaps in the primary health care services.
The qualified medical professionals in the MHU provide free treatment and medicine for all Alang workers and the
wider community.
ii. The training project aimed at creating awareness amongst all Alang workers, thereby mitigating health risks.


